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APPLICATION FOR UNITED STATES PATENT 
SPECIFICATION 

METHODS AND APPABATTJS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED 
WTTH NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/415,335, filed 
10/1/2002, 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates in general to computer systems and. in pamcular. to 
n^ethods and apparatus for electronically reporting credit information and for sharing revenue 
associated with negative collection information. The uploaded information is automatically 
tallied and reported via a computer that is configured to provide up-to^ate. on demand 
information to a collection infonnation supplier any time. 



BACKGROUND 

Oft«,, when a pe«on or wmpmy « f.n««^> credi. «>« aedit is in dcfcult. 

.ne ma«er U «»ed over u. . coUccHoo ^co.y to r«o.u.io. Typicaliy. eoUcciion a^c^cy 
25 reports .his "negsiive" cr«li. information » a crodi. bureau once a month on a magnetic tape. 
However, most collection agencies are under no leg., or fmanciai obligation to report the 
negative collection information to the credit bureau. The credit bureau stores negative coUccnon 
infomtahon collected from hundred, of collection agencies in a database. 

For a fee. sub«ribe,. to .he database may access the negative collection informafon. 



PAffiM'KVDATnil42:12:lliPH|EKteniSUri(lir(ITiine|WUSPTO{F]W 



01/12/2004 13:10 4142890112 



DAVIS & KUELTHAU 



PAGE 05 



Pag lof2 



i 



United States Rctent and Diademark Offige 



UNITED STATES DEFaRTMC«T OF COMMERCE 
United Simtmm P*cea« and TriwIaMrk CMXioo 

P.O. to 

- -- 3S3IJ.M90 



1 APPL NO. 


1 FILING OR 371 
1 (c) DATE 


1 ART UNfT 1 


FIL PBB RECO 


ATTY.DOCKETNO 


|dravvings|totclms 


IND CLMS 


10/676.769 


10/01/2003 


3624 


712 


13133,20613 


8 42 


6 



24382 

JOSEPH S. HEINO. ESQ. 
DAVIS & KUELTHAU. S.C. 
111 E. KILBOURN 
SUITE 1400 

MILWAUKEE. Wl 53202-6613 



CONFIRMATION NO. 7891 
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Date Mailed: 12/24/2003 



Receipt is acknowledged of this regular Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified 88 to the results of the examination. Be sure to pre>vkle the U.S. APPUCATION NUMBER, FlUNG DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
rror Is noted on this Piling Receipt please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Filing 
Receipt Corrections, facsimile number 703-746-9195. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with th 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submil 



any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the NoUce, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt Incorporating the requested corrections (If 
appropriate). 



Appllcant(s) 



Richard D. McGaughey. Racine, Wi; 



Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 
Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing Uconse Granted: 12/23/2003 
Projected Publication Date: 04/07/2005 
Non-Publication Request: No 
Esrty Publication Request: No 
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Methods and apparatus for sharing revenue associated with negative i 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 



GRANTED 



The aDDlicant has been granted a license under 35 U S C 184. it the phrase "IF REQUIRED FOREIGN FiUNG 
JcENSE GRANTED' 7or^^^ by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued .n all ^^pi^^^^^^ZTLl 
the lon^c^ti?ns for issuance of a license have been met. regardless of whether or ^'^^^^l.^^^^^^ 
set forth in 37 CFR 5 15 The scope and limitat ons of this license are set forth m 37 CFR 5 15(a) unless an earner 
nSnsrhas be^n Issued under37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notrficafon The 
liSe'nd'cateJIs the effechve date of the license, unless an earlier license of sim.lar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5 14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any Ome on or after the f"f^'^e 

unless it is revoked. This license, is automatically transferred to any related applicat.ons(s) filed under 37 CFR 

1 53(d). This license Is not retroactive. 

The grani of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the ^^^^^J^^.°^}!^^ 
matter as imoosed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
Snars3ty or the export of technical data Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
SSly ?espect to certain countries, of other agenrjes. particularly the om^^J^^fsnse^^^^^^^^ 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)), t^e Offtce of 
Export Administration, Department.of Commerce (15 CFR 370 10 (j)): the Office of. Foreign Assets Control. 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy 



NOT GRANTED 



No license under 35 U S C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED. FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form Applicant may stilt petition for a license under 37 OhK 
5 12. if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the ^PPj;^^^;^-^^ ^ "^^^^ 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not ^ece'ved any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181. the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(0). 
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